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76% EU external trade is
carried out by shipping

Economic impact of
European shipping 

127.8 bn €

2018

2020

2021

Total employment in
and due to shipping

(in 1000)

1.446

683

717

European shipping
sector total turnover

183 bn €

The economic value of the European shipping sector

Source: CE Delftwww.ecsa.eu ecsa@ecsa.eu

Year on year growth of EU fleet*

2019 2020 2021 2022

1.7%
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0.8%
1.0%

In gross tonnage*

35% EU owned part
of world fleet*

15% EU part of
global GDP

543 million gross
tonnage

22.000 vessels in
total

4.153 EU shipping
companies

In gross tonnage*

of EU gas import 
46%

EU China

EU economy depends on trade

Trade to GDP ratio

106% 27% 38% 47%

EU share of world fleet pr. segment*

Tankers

Bulk carriers

Containers

Specialised ships

Non-cargo carriers

35.7%

27.1%

36.3%

18.7%

23.9%

In gross tonnage*

< 10 = 90%

< 25 = 7%

< 50 = 2%

< 100 = 0.9%

> 100 = 0.5%

Number of vessels pr. company

EU shipping majority SME’s

Evolution in EU share of world fleet*

In gross tonnage*

2019 2020 2021 20222018

38.5%
37.5% 37.1% 36.3% 35.4%


