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CLIA Europe - ECSA Joint Statement
On the public consultation in the context of the revision of the 

Port Reception Facilities Directive (2000/59/EC)

The Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) Europe and the European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA) contributed to the recent European Commission public consultation on the upcoming revision of the Port Reception Facilities (PRF) Directive for waste generated by ships, adopted in 2000. 

The Directive transposes requirements of the IMO International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships Convention (MARPOL) into European law, one of the most important global treaties aimed at protecting the marine environment from all sort of ship-generated contaminants. The MARPOL Convention not only contains regulations and requirements defining which wastes can be discharged into the marine environment but also imposes an obligation on the State Parties to provide facilities for the reception of ship-generated waste. 

The stated objective of the Directive is to reduce the discharge of ship-generated waste and cargo residues at European waters by requiring Member States to ensure that reception facilities are available in ports. These facilities must be adequate to meet the needs of ships using the port, without causing undue delay. There are a number of shortcomings related to the implementation of the Directive. CLIA Europe and ECSA are therefore welcoming the European Commission initiative to evaluate the current Directive and propose a new revised legislation in 2017. 

In the context of the revision of the Directive, the shipping industry represented through CLIA Europe and ECSA raised the following issues in their responses to the public consultation: 
· Reception facilities should be adequate to cover the current and new waste types created by new environmental legislation; such as scrubber waste, waste from NOx abatement technologies and ballast water sediments. 
· A pragmatic approach is needed when it comes to exceptions. A ship should be able to move to the next port of call without fulfilling the delivery obligation if there is enough capacity onboard. 
· The particularities of short sea shipping sector should be taken into account when clarifying the exemption regime, even in cases when a short sea ship is not operating on a scheduled traffic. 

· Agreement on a level of alignment between ports for minimum requirements related to the fee structure and clarification of the different terms used in the legal text of the Directive is crucial. The cost should be transparent and at least the headline costs should be included in the ports Waste Reception Handling plans. This should be done in a timely and systematic consultation with all shipowners visiting the port. 
· The pre-arrival notification system should be improved. The availability of reception facilities should be known in advance and such information should be exchanged electronically via a community monitoring and information system as done for the advanced notification form. 
· An effective information and monitoring system is important. Inspections should take place and an electronic system that will allow shipowners to report inadequacies of PRF on an anonymous basis should also be set up. 
· The Directive should be more in line with the IMO MARPOL Convention and specifically regarding MARPOL Annex IV concerning prevention of pollution by sewage from ships. The option for on-board treatment should be included in the Directive.
· In line with the circular economy, waste is more and more considered to be a valuable resource. The Directive should therefore facilitate and encourage the segregation of waste and recycling via the Port Reception Facilities.
The Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) is the world's largest cruise industry trade association. CLIA Europe promotes the interests of cruise ship operators within Europe, liaising closely with the EU Institutions. CLIA Europe also promotes cruising to a wider public audience to encourage expansion of the European cruise market and works closely with a range of other stakeholders, including the wider shipping industry, cruise ports, and travel agents.
Contact:

Paul ALTENA

Phone: +32-2-709.01.38 (direct)/Email: paltena@cruising.org, www.cliaeurope.eu
The European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA), formed in 1965, represents the national shipowners’ associations of the EU and Norway. ECSA promotes the interests of European shipping so that industry can best serve European and international trade and commerce in a competitive and free business environment, to the benefit of both shippers and consumers. The European Economic Area maintains its very prominent position controlling 40% of the global commercial fleet.
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Phone:+32-2-510.61.30 (direct)/Email: maria.deligianni@ecsa.eu, www.ecsa.eu
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