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Introduction

As part of the revision of EU Directive 2009/45/EC dealing with safety rules and standards for passenger ships, the European Commission consultation launched in April 2012 included a specific reference to offshore crew vessels, enquiring whether the scope of Directive 2009/45/EC should be extended to this type of vessels. Whilst the results of the consultation on this very point were clear, i.e. a majority of respondents were not in favour and warned of legislative duplication, ECSA deems it useful to clarify the current situation for offshore crew vessels and this document aims to provide a concise overview of the situation.

Current international legislation of relevance to offshore crew vessels

The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) is very relevant in this context. Indeed, this convention defines passengers as any person other than the master and the members of the crew or other persons employed or engaged in any capacity on board a ship. However, it also includes a reference to specific regulations targeted at offshore service vessels (OSV). Moreover, the International Code on Intact Stability, 2008 (2008 IS Code) (part A) became mandatory on 1 July 2010 under SOLAS and the 1988 Load Lines Protocol, for all types of ships of 24 m in length and over including OSVs. 

Other relevant codes include:

· The 2006 OSV Guidelines;

· The 2008 special purpose ships code (SPS);

· The Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW);

· Fire Test Procedures (FTP) Code;

· Fire Safety Systems (FSS) Code;

· International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code;

· International Safety Management (ISM) Code; and

· International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code.

Current practices in the sector 

Today, companies transporting crews for wind or oil offshore installations largely ensure that these workers are trained and adequately prepared for their work ashore and on-board the vessels. They receive a safety training in accordance with the STCW Convention, have a valid health certificate, receive familiarisation training on-board, are included in the safety drills on-board and are an integral part of the vessel’s safety plan.

Hence offshore workers can hardly be considered in the same way as a passenger on-board a ferry or cruise ship. They are trained and educated in personal and vessel safety, which is vital not only on-board the supply vessels but also during their time on offshore installations. 
ECSA would like to highlight the complexity of the case, both in terms of correctly defining persons on board, and in terms of the different types of ships operating in the offshore sector relating to a wide range of operational tasks and vessel types. As an example; an offshore wind farm construction vessel and a seismic vessel function fundamentally differently, although they both have the capacity of transporting offshore personnel.  

For the above-mentioned reasons, a one-size-fits all approach from the European Commission, including offshore vessels in the scope of Directive 2009/45/EC on passenger ship safety should be avoided. The design and the construction of offshore vessels already are, and should continue to be regulated internationally. In the case of windfarm service vessels for example, this issue is currently under consideration by an industry working group and by the IMO DE Sub-Committee.
Based on this we would encourage the European Commission not to propose any binding legislation in this field without carrying out additional consultations and assessments investigating the different segments that could be affected by extending the scope of this directive to include transport of offshore workers. 
Finally, we would like to point to the ongoing discussions in the International Maritime Organisation with regards to transport of industrial personnel at sea, and highlight the importance of developing common international standards in this field, rather than regional regulations. 
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