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Dear, 

	COMMISSION PROPOSAL FOR A NEW REGULATION ON SHIP RECYCLING 



The undersigned international shipping organisations are writing to you to provide the views of the European and International shipping industry on the current debate on the European Commission proposal on ship recycling and its impact on shipping in Europe.

 

We welcome the European Commission’s proposal for a Regulation on Ship Recycling (COM (2012) 118) and the intention to replace the existing Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 June 2006 on shipments of waste.

 

It is very encouraging that the proposed regulation is based on the technical standards of the Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships (HKC), which industry supports and which offers a unique opportunity to establish an effective international regime for the recycling of ships. The HKC was drafted to specifically address the intricacies of international shipping and ship recycling, and is the only instrument that can provide a serious and meaningful system of workable and enforceable regulations. At the same time, the HKC together with the related technical IMO guidelines promotes the substitution of hazardous materials in the construction and maintenance of ships; and address the environmental, occupational health and safety risks related to ship recycling. 
 

On a global basis, it is encouraging to note that a number of key ship recyclers outside the EU are already operating to a standard equivalent to HKC. We have taken an active role in several IMO-led workshops held in recycling states around the world together with representatives from the Commission and are encouraged by the desire of all parties to forge ahead in implementing the safety and environmental standards established within the HKC.

 
We therefore believe that the primary objective of the European Union should be to ensure the global entry into force of the HKC as soon as possible, avoiding any new measures that could delay this goal. The introduction of regional European obligations which exceed the HKC will deter ratification, especially by ship recycling States.

It is acknowledged that the HKC may be subject to a prolonged entry into force period and the shipping industry believes that stakeholders’ action in the interim period will contribute considerably to the instrument’s success. Accordingly, industry has developed and promoted the voluntary Interim Measures for Shipowners Intending to Sell Ships for Recycling derived from the HKC, which seek to encourage best practices in accordance with the HKC through commercial means prior to entry into force. 

In order for the ratification and early implementation of the HKC to occur both globally and in the EU, we would stress that the following elements, and in particular most of the proposals by the Parliament’s Rapporteur, depart significantly from the HKC and need to be opposed:

· The inappropriate and ineffective application of the Basel Convention requirements (under the Waste Shipment Directive) to the shipping industry and unfair related criminal sanctions for certain violations based on the Waste Framework Directive 2008/99/EC on the protection of the environment through criminal law establishing criminal penalties for illegal waste shipments;
· The anti-competitive financial mechanism to finance environmentally sound ship recycling in EU/OECD countries and in certain non-OECD countries; 

· The unrealistic and restrictive requirements on ship recycling facilities both within and outside the EU, as well as auditing and regular inspection of these facilities;

· The impracticable requirements which undermine the purpose, application and usefulness of the Inventory of Hazardous Materials and Ship Recycling Plan;

· The proposed mandatory contract requirements, particularly to take back the ship prior to the start of the recycling or after the start of the recycling, which increase both the potential risk and liability for European shipowners, and leading to an unfair liability regime between the recycling facilities and the shipowners; </Amend>
· The reporting and enforcement process which concentrates almost solely on the role of the shipowners, and unfairly introduces excessive liabilities simply in the interests of affording Europe control on the recycling of EU flagged ships.

We will fully support the efforts in achieving an early implementation of the Hong Kong Convention to ensure a solid international long term solution for recycling of shipping not only in relation to European shipowners but also on a more global scale. 

 

The rationale of the 2009 Hong Kong Convention is to improve working/environmental conditions at the recycling facilities in Asia. Adding unacceptable measures/obligations on a European regional level will deter the ratification process of the targeted traditional recycling countries making the Convention void. 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

 

Yours sincerely,
ICS


Peter Hinchliffe, Secretary General

ECSA 


Alfons Guinier, Secretary General

BIMCO 

Torben Skaanild, Secretary General/CEO  

INTERTANKO 
Katharina Stanzel, Managing Director
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